Photography For Beginners

Setting up your camera

Important steps when setting up your camera

1.

Attaching and remove a lens
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• Locate small white markers on camera body and lens (see fig 1 - 4)
• Remove dust caps carefully
• Attach lens to camera body by aligning small white markers and twisting into place.
You will hear a clicking sound when lens and camera body are attached (see fig 5)
• To remove the lens, simply press and hold the button near the white marker and
twist the lens oﬀ (see fig 2)
*Don’t forget to put the lens cap back on immediately to stop dust entering*
2.

Inserting memory card
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Memory card slots will most likely be on the side of the camera body, inside one of the
pop-open doors.
3.

Inserting battery
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Battery slots are usually located underneath the camera at the bottom.

4. On/Oﬀ Switch

Fig. 1

On/Oﬀ buttons are located in diﬀerent place on diﬀerent cameras, the image above is an
example of where it might be.
If in doubt refer to owners manual.
4.

Setting the camera’s diopter (viewfinder)
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The viewfinder is a small glass window used to view the scene when taking a picture, and
like a pair of glasses it needs to suit your vision.
• Use the diopter wheel located on the side of the viewfinder to calibrate the
sharpness of the viewfinder image. This doesn’t aﬀect focus itself, but tuning it to
your eyesight will ensure you see the scene as it is
• Place your eye against the viewfinder so you can see through both camera and lens
• While looking through the viewfinder, rotate the diopter wheel (see fig 3) until your
vision is sharp and clear
• Check periodically and adjust if necessary

5.

Camera setting modes (M,A,S, P or Auto)
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These modes determine how much control you have over the light entering your camera for now, use ‘Auto’ mode.
•
•
•
•
•

‘Auto’ = fully automatic mode
‘P’ = program mode (approximately 80% automatic)
’S’ = shutter priority (semi-automatic mode)
‘A’ = aperture priority (semi-automatic mode)
‘M’ = manual (full manual mode)

To get started, locate adjustment wheel (see fig 1) and select ‘Auto’ mode for beginner
purposes.

7. Setting shoot rate
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Shoot rate is how many times the camera takes a picture while holding down the trigger:
•
•
•
•
•
•

S = single (one image)
CL = continuous low (multiple images/slow rate)
CH = continuous high (multiple images/fast rate)
Q = quiet (one image)
QC = quiet continuous (multiple images/quiet mode)
Timer mode is represented by the clock you see in Fig 2.

These options are also available via the LCD screen (see fig 3 & 4). The clock and
multiple rectangular icon you can see in the first image below is a possible access point
to the internal shoot rate menu. Camera brands vary, so if in doubt check owner’s
manual.
To adjust shoot rate:
• Locate adjustment wheel for shoot rate (see fig 1 & 2), or access via internal menu
(see fig 3 & 4). Location diﬀers from brand to brand, so check owner’s manual if in
doubt.
• Select ’S’ for beginner purposes
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6.
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Switching between viewfinder and live mode
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To switch between viewfinder and live mode, locate the button or adjustment switch
marked ‘LV’ (see fig 1 & 2) - press to engage live view (see fig 3). Press again to switch
back to view finder.

8. Automatic focus modes
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‘Auto Focus’ or ‘AF’ mode is the camera’s ability to focus on selected objects, ranging
from fully automatic to semi-automatic. Depending on the situation, both modes have
advantages and disadvantages - for now use AF-A (fully automatic mode) to keep things
simple.
• Locate menu for auto-focus modes either via viewfinder or live mode (see fig 1, 2 &
3 for live mode menu example). These diﬀer from brand to brand, if in doubt check
owner’s manual.
• Select ’AF-A’ for beginner purposes.
7.

Manual focus mode
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You can use manual focus anytime you want, but it’s commonly used in situations when
the camera cannot find focus. The manual switch can be found either on the lens, camera
body, or internal menu.

Summary

Learn these steps first. Developing the habit of setting up your camera is a great starting
point for any beginner photographer. In time this will become automatic, assisting you
while you concentrate on doing what you most enjoy: shooting!

Battery and memory card - before you attempt to take a picture, make sure your battery
is fully charged and the memory card is in the camera: these simple steps are sometimes
overlooked.
Adjusting the viewfinder - think of the viewfinder as a pair of glasses best suited to your
vision. Setting up the viewfinder is essential so you can see images clearly. To do this,
look through the viewfinder while at the same time adjusting the diopter wheel (step 5).
You might need to play with this for a couple of minutes before you get a clear view but
once it’s set, that’s it - unless you knock it out of position. I recommend checking it every
once in a while.
Selecting the correct camera mode and shoot rate - at first, these options may seem
overwhelming for a beginner. That’s why I have recommended specific settings to begin
with - so you can concentrate on learning the basics. Selecting the correct setting
enables you to capture the image you intended. Remember, diﬀerent styles use diﬀerent
settings.
Viewfinder or live view - this is something you will need to decide for yourself. Some
people like to predominantly look through the viewfinder while others like to look through
the live mode, but here are a few things to consider.
Live view uses more battery, takes longer to focus, and reacts slowly when shooting,
especially in continuous modes. Live view is more suited to dark environments and a
style called long exposure.
It is, however, great when you want to hold the camera above your head (say, for
example, you’re in a crowded street) and still be able to see the picture you’re going to
take (although not all LCD screens can be rotated, of course).
The viewfinder on the other hand is great when you’re on the move, say on the street
again. Camera reaction time is quicker, helping you capture those moments that can be
missed when using live view. This is most obvious when focusing and shooting in
continuous modes. Another advantage to using viewfinder is being able to see changes

to camera settings while you are looking through the viewfinder window, which again
helps capture those moments that could be missed in live view.
Select the appropriate focus mode - as with all settings, selecting the right focus mode
can take a bit of practice, experimenting, and experience. If the focus mode isn’t set to
suit the type of image you are trying to capture, you might misfocus and end up with an
out-of-focus image. For now, stick to the settings I’ve recommended to help you
concentrate on learning the basics. Once you feel comfortable, then move on to more
advanced techniques.

Next Step - Composition

